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Characters
JONAS – The protagonist of the novel, Jonas is thoughtful, intelligent, sensitive, and compassionate. 

THE GIVER –The Giver is a kind, elderly man whose breadth of experience through memory makes him look and seem older than he actually is. Although he lives in luxurious quarters and does not have a very active life, he is weighted down by the memories he carries and is often subjected to crippling pain.

GABRIEL – The small fretful new child whom Jonas’s father takes home with him in order to help him sleep at night. 

JONAS’S FATHER – A kind, caring man, Jonas’s father is a Nurturer who looks after newchildren until they are given to families. He becomes attached to the babies he cares for and breaks small rules for their sakes, such as learning their names and bringing Gabriel home to look after him better. 

JONAS’S MOTHER – An intelligent, practical woman who takes her role as a mother and her position at the Department of Justice very seriously. She tries hard to reform criminals to prevent their “release” and fulfills all her duties as a mother.

LILY – Jonas’s younger sister who turns eight when Jonas turns 12. 

ASHER – Jonas’s fun-loving friend who is assigned the job of Assistant Director of Recreation. Jonas’s greatest concern for Asher is that he speaks without thinking and often confuses words, which is a great shortcoming in the community.

FIONA – One of Jonas’s friends, who is assigned to be a Caretaker of the Old. 

LARISSA – The old woman whom Jonas bathes in the House of the Old. 

CHIEF ELDER – The elected leader of the community who knows each child and gives the Assignments at the ceremony.

COMMITTEE OF ELDERS – The group of elders that makes decisions for the community, like Matching Spouses, Assignments, and rules. The Giver advises the Committee.

CALEB – A four-year-old boy who drowned in the river.

ROBERTO – An old man who is released from the House of the Old.  

Vocabulary
For each chapter, there are many vocabulary words – write the definition here
Chapter One
· Dwelling: _____________________________________________________________
· Distraught:  ____________________________________________________________
· Ritual: ________________________________________________________________
· Nurture: ______________________________________________________________
· Transgression: _________________________________________________________

Chapter 2
· Fret: _________________________________________________________________
· Aptitude: _____________________________________________________________
Chapter 3
· Chastise: ______________________________________________________________
· Forbidden: ______________________________________________________________
· Nondescript: _____________________________________________________________
· Tunic __________________________________________________________________
Chapter 4
· Serene: ________________________________________________________________
Chapter 5
· Fragment: _______________________________________________________________
· Perspiring: ______________________________________________________________
 Chapter 6
· Reprieve: _______________________________________________________________
· Meticulously: ___________________________________________________________
· Scrupulously: ___________________________________________________________
 Chapter 7
· Nourishment: ____________________________________________________________
· Prestige: ________________________________________________________________
· Acquisition: _____________________________________________________________
Chapter 8
· Crescendo: _____________________________________________________________
· Kinship: _____________________________________________________________
· Successor: _____________________________________________________________
Chapter 9
· Prohibited: _____________________________________________________________
· Excruciating: ____________________________________________________________
· Diminished: _____________________________________________________________
Chapter 10
· Conspicuous: ____________________________________________________________
· Tentatively: _____________________________________________________________
Chapter 11
· Frigid: _____________________________________________________________
· Incline: _____________________________________________________________
· Obsolete: _____________________________________________________________
· Conveyance: _____________________________________________________________
· Weary: _____________________________________________________________
Chapter 12
· Genetic: _____________________________________________________________
 Chapter 13
· Hueless: _____________________________________________________________
· Volumes: _____________________________________________________________
· Chaos: _____________________________________________________________
Chapter 14
· Ointment: _____________________________________________________________
· Injection: _____________________________________________________________
· Deliverance: _____________________________________________________________
· Unendurable: ____________________________________________________________
· Petitioned: _____________________________________________________________
· Ominous: _____________________________________________________________
Chapter 15
· Parched: _____________________________________________________________
· Carnage: _____________________________________________________________
· Imploring: _____________________________________________________________
Chapter 16
· Hearth: _____________________________________________________________
· Optimistic: _____________________________________________________________
Chapter 17
· Trudged: _____________________________________________________________
Chapter 18
· Ruefully: _____________________________________________________________
· Luminous: _____________________________________________________________
Chapter 19
· Syringe: _____________________________________________________________
· Receptacle: _____________________________________________________________
· Chute: _____________________________________________________________
Chapter 20
· Empowered: _____________________________________________________________
· Remarkable: _____________________________________________________________
Chapter 21
· Stealthily: _____________________________________________________________
· Fugitive: _____________________________________________________________
· Foliage: _____________________________________________________________
· Habitation: _____________________________________________________________
Chapter 22
· Yearned: _____________________________________________________________
Chapter 23
· Incision: _____________________________________________________________


Pre-reading Question Review
Answer the following questions before reading. After you have finished The Giver, see if your answers have changed.
	Pre-reading question
	Answers Before Reading
	Answers After Reading
	Change
Yes/No

	Describe the “perfect” community.

	
	
	

	What is the purpose of rituals? Should rituals be changed? Is so, when and why?

	
	
	

	Are rules important to a community? Do rules keep people safe or do they limit freedom?

	
	
	

	What is more important – that people are alike or different? Is it better to celebrate differences?

	
	
	

	What role does memory play in our lives?

	
	
	





Ceremonies
Throughout the text, Lowry describes ceremonies that occur at every age. Keep track of them here!
Age 1-____________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________
Age 3- ____________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________
Age 4- ____________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________
Age 7-____________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________
Age 8 - ____________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________
Age 9- ____________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________
Age 10-____________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________
Age 11-____________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________
Age 12-____________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________
Full adulthood-__________________________________________ __________________________________________________________


Jobs
Throughout the text, Lowry describes jobs that members of the community have – write down every one you see!
1.19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
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Comparing and contrasting helps you identify elements of the story and determine if they help create a utopia or not. Compare and contrast Jonas’ society with your own.
Directions: Fill in the Venn Diagram to analyze the similarities and differences of Jonas’ society in comparison to your own.
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